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Scientific Meeting Review

15* Losinj Days of Bioethics

The international scientific-cultural event Losinj Days of Bioethics was held for the 15
time on May 15" — 18®, 2016 at the “Aurora” and “Vespera” hotels in Mali Losinj,
Croatia. The organizers of the LoSinj Days of Bioethics were the Croatian Philosophical
Society, the Croatian Bioethics Society and the Town of Mali Losinj, with the Centre
of Excellence for Integrative Bioethics being the co-organizer. Apart from the main
program, the Losinj Days of Bioethics also include the Student Bioethics Workshop. This
year’s workshop “Bioethics and Religion” was organized by the Students of Philosophy
Association at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences from the University of
Zagreb and the Department of Philosophy of the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, University of Zagreb. The patrons of the 15% Losinj Days of Bioethics were
the President of the Republic of Croatia Kolinda Grabar Kitarovi¢, the Ministry of
Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia, the Primorje-Gorski Kotar
County and the University of Zagreb. The organization Committee of the Losinj
Days of Bioethics included the President Ante Covi¢ (Zagreb), the Chief Secretary
Hrvoje Juri¢ (Zagreb), the Administrative Secretary Mira Matijevi¢ (Zagreb), and 62
members from 18 cities, as well as the President Suzana Krémarek, the Vice Presidents
Ivan Bauernfreund and Augustin Kvoti¢, and the members Nikolina Cavar, Anja
Dordevi¢, Luka Hrvoj, Marko Kos, Ivana Kovaci¢, Mirna Petak, Roni Rengel and
Luka Sisko of the Organization Committee of Student Bioethics Workshop. Thus,
the program included: the international symposium “Integrative Bioethics and the
New Epoch” (May 16™ — 17%), the Student Bioethics Workshop “Bioethics and
Religion” (May 15% — 18%), round tables “Responsibility for the Future: Pope Francis’
Encyclical Laudato si’and Paris Climate Summit” (May 16*) and “Van Rensselaer
Potter and the Birth of Bioethics” (May 17%), followed by an educational bioscope
with three films: Van Rensselaer Potter: 7he Words of Greetings to the “Bioethics and
Science in the New Epoch” Symposium (2001, 10°)”, Van Rensselaer Potter: What Are
the Bioethical Issues for the 21 Century? (2001, 15°), and Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and
a Land Ethic for Our Time (2011, 57°).
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Considered a jubilee, this year’s manifestation was held in special regard. At the
opening ceremony, Ante Covi¢ spoke in the name of the Organization Committee
of the Losinj Days of Bioethics and the Centre of Excellence for Integrative Bioethics.
Zdravko Radman spoke in the name of the Croatian Philosophical Society, Amir
Muzur spoke in the name of the Croatian Bioethical Society, and Ruzica Baumgarten
spoke in the name of the Town of Mali Losinj. Ivan Bauernfreund presented the
Student Bioethics Workshop, and various partners of the Losinj Days of Bioethics
spoke about their enrollment in the broader scope of the project: Stjepan Oreskovi¢
representing the Dubrovnik International Bioethics Summer School, Walter
Schweidler representing the Catholic University of Eichstitt-Ingolstadt, Orhan Jasi¢
representing the Bioethics Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Sandra Radenovi¢
representing the Bioethics Society of Serbia. After reading greeting letters from the
President of Republic of Croatia Kolinda Grabar Kitarovi¢ and the Minister of
Science, Education and Sports Predrag Sustar, Sanja Trajkovi¢ Komadina spoke in
the name of the Jadranka group for Aurora and Vespera Hotels, as well as Snjezana
Baljak, the director of the hotel “Aurora”, who also expressed gratitude and offered
symbolic gifts to Ante Covié, Hrvoje Juri¢ and Mira Matijevi¢ for their contributions.
Aftewards, Ante Covié offered acknowledgments to the editors and journalists of
the Croatian Radiotelevision for the following of Losinj Days of Bioethics from their
beginning, most notably Augustin Basi¢, Jasna Buri¢ and Blanka Jergovi¢. At the end
of the opening ceremony, Hrvoje Juri¢ held a presentation titled “Fifteen years of
Losinj Days of Bioethics”.

The Losinj Days of Bioethics should be evaluated according to the highest scale of
contribution to the spiritual establishment of the new epoch, developing and
intertwining two complementary conceptual processes: a formation of the concept of
integrative bioethics and programmatic formulation (“Europeanization of bioethics”)
and the actual establishment of the European bioethics. In this context, symposium
“Integrative bioethics and the New Epoch” is a standard, central event within the
program, dedicated to gathering new findings in the field of a broader concept of
integrative bioethics as a scientific, cultural and social project. 65 scientists from all
over the world applied for the conference, with 52 papers being accepted from 12
countries: Albania, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Canada, Germany,
Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Slovenia, Switzerland and the United States of America.
The following papers were presented: Michael George (Canada): Bioethics as Social
Discourse; Srecko Gajovi¢ (Croatia) et al.: Knowledge Landscapes Geography
in the Virtual Realm; Toni Pustovrh (Slovenia): The Hyperconnected Smart
Technosociety: What Are Some of the Ethical, Legal and Societal Implications of
Increasing Informatization, Automation and Robotization?; Aida Kapo et al. (Bosnia

and Herzegovina): The Quality of Life of People with Burns; Mile Marin¢i¢, Mark
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Tomaj (Croatia): Masticotherapy and Bioethical Perspectives in the Treatment of
Patients after Stroke; Velimir Terzi¢, Marija Terzi¢ (Hrvatska): Erectile Dysfunction
— Symptoms, Illness, Inevitability?; Aleksandar Racz, Slavko Antoli¢ (Croatia):
Death in the Sauna: The Correlation between Frequency and Length of Stay in the
Sauna and Risk of Death; Robert Dorici¢, Igor Eterovi¢ (Croatia): Public Healthcare
Principles as a Source for a Bioethical Reflection; Gorjana Gjuri¢ (Croatia): Health
Care Refusal: On Conscientious Objection in Medicine; Katarina Savi¢ Vujovi¢ et
al. (Serbia): Early Diagnosis of Hereditary Disorders in Pregnancy — Ethical Issues;
Dragana Srebro et al. (Serbia): Bioethical Issues Concerning the Use of Medication
and Dietary Supplements in Sport; Sandra Radenovi¢ (Serbia): Importance of
Sociology of Sport and Ethics of Sport — Students’ Opinion; Matija Mato Skerbi¢
(Croatia), Sandra Radenovi¢ (Serbia): Bioethical Issues in the Field of Philosophy
and Sociology of Sport in Croatia and Serbia; Eva D. Bahovec (Slovenia): Analysis of
Discourse on Abortion in Slovenia in the Light of Bioethics; Aleksandra Deanoska-
Trendafilova (Macedonia): International Surrogacy and Reproductive Tourism: The
Role of the European Court of Human Rights in Accepting Surrogacy Arrangements;
Stjepan Oreskovi¢ (Croatia) et al.: Evidence Based Medicine, Empirical Ethics,
and Implementation of Bioethical Standards: The Case of HIV/AIDS Surveillance
International Guidelines; Walter Schweidler (Germany): Die Sakralisierung der
Person: Das Erbe der Moderne?; Ivanka Radman (Switzerland): Die Bedeutung der
bioethischen Prinzipien in der ethischen Entscheidungsfindung in der Medizin;
Marcus Knaup (Njemacka): Vertauschte Kopfe? Bioethische Reflexionen zur
Frage der Kopftransplantation; Zeljko Kaluderovi¢ (Serbia): The Concept of Soul
in Fragments of the Last Physicist; Orhan Jasi¢, Samir Beglerovi¢ (Bosnia and
Herzegovina): Animal World in the Tradition of the Muslims; Ajnija Omani¢ et
al. (Bosnia and Herzegovina): Ethical Issues of Religious Tourism; Katica Knezovi¢
(Croatia): Okologische Ethik und Umwelterziehung. Von der Nachhaltigkeit zur
okologischen Umkehr; Vladimir Jelki¢ (Croatia): Man as a Responsible Master
(Robinson Crusoe Paradigm); Ana Jeli¢i¢ (Croatia): Topicality of Hans Kiing’s “Ethics
of the Future”; Iva Rinc¢i¢, Amir Muzur (Croatia): V. R. Potter’s Major Concern: The
“Population Bomb”; Ivica Kelam (Croatia): TTIP vs. the General Public — the Final
Submission; Kresimir Babel (Croatia): Failure of the War on Drugs; Emil Kusan
(Croatia): The Potential of Vulnerability in Bioethics; Ivana Zagorac (Croatia): The
Wrongness of Exploitation; Sofia Ana Blazevi¢ (Croatia): Personalised Medicine:
More Harm than Good?; Klea Vyshka (Albania): Euthanasia, Ethical Dilemmas, and
Theological Perspectives; Gentian Vyshka et al. (Albania): The Remnants of the Civil
Rights for People with Cognitive Impairment: Albanian Experience; Nevena Divac
et al. (Serbia): Use and Abuse of Cognitive-Enhancing Substances; Julija Erhardt
(Croatia): Moral Enhancement: Neuroscience or (Neuro)Science Fiction?; Igor Cati¢
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et al. (Croatia): Transhuman Being and Its Environment; Marija Selak (Croatia):
Genetic Guilt and Genetic Responsibility; Ana Maskalan, Mirjana Adamovi¢
(Croatia): Designing the Little Glass Slipper: The New/Old Context of Body
Modifications; Eva Jurkovi¢ (Croatia): Scenarios of the Future; Vanja Bors (Croatia):
The True as a Bacchantic Ecstasy: The Role and Importance of Pluriperspectivism
in Hegel’s Thought; Marko Kos (Croatia): Crisis of Technology — the Emancipatory
Potential of Metaphorical Thinking; Duska Franeta (Serbia): Emotional Integrity as
(Bio)Ethical Ideal; Denis Kos (Croatia): heoretical Foundations of Transdisciplinary
Knowledge Organization in (Integrative) Bioethics; Luka Perusi¢ (Croatia): Paths
and Bypaths of Encyclopedization of Bioethics; Ana Svogor Sipek, Tomislav Krznar
(Croatia): Topics of Upbringing and Education at the Losinj Days of Bioethics;
Jasminka Paveli¢ (Hrvatska): Transsexsualism; Danijela Tiosavljevi¢ et al. (Serbia):
Psychiatry on Prostitution — a Bioethical Aspect; Amer Ov¢ina et al. (Bosnia and
Herzegovina): Child Neglect — Ethical and Moral Dilemmas; Teodora Not, Silvana
Karaci¢ (Croatia): Change of Perception of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities in
the Community; Gordana Pel¢i¢ (Croatia): How Do We Make Conversation with
Patients? Vaccination; Lidija Gajski (Croatia): Who Teaches Physicians? Professional
Education Growing apart from Credibility; Branislava Medi¢ et al. (Serbia): Mobbing
in Academic Institutions: Should We Have More Debate Regarding This Issue?.

During the round table “Responsibility for the Future: Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato
si’and Paris Climate Summit” held on May 16", Hrvoje Juri¢ held presentation on
“Destruction, Obstruction, and Construction: On Social-Ecological Crisis and Ways
of Its Resolving” and Simo Sokéevi¢ on “Laudato si’ and Technophilia”, with Ivica
Kelam and Katica Knezovi¢ as Co-presenters in the discussion. During the round table
“Van Rensselaer Potter and the Birth of Bioethics” held on May 17%, Iva Rin¢i¢ and
Amir Muzur held a presentation on “Who Pushed Potter aside or How Washington
and New York ‘Stole’ Bioethics”, and Tijana Trako Poljak discussed “Aldo Leopold’s
Land Ethic as an Intellectual Foothold for Van Rensselaer Potter’s Bioethics”. Also,
in the evening of the first day, a presentation about recent bioethical publications
was held, bringing nine books and eleven journals relevant for integrative bioethics.
Alongside the main events, the Student Bioethics Workshop, being a part of a larger
yearly program the Bioethical Incubator, is regarded as a very important manifestation
contributing to the whole project. This is confirmed by this year’s record: apart from
holding a special worskhop “Integrative thinking”, it presented 30 papers from 59
participants coming from six cities, that is, four states: Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia
and Slovenia, and had students involved in all the events occurring during the main

program.

With all things considered, we can fairly firmly confirm that the 15 Losinj Days
of Bioethics, in its jubilee success, only greenlighted the ideas and hard work for the
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success yet to be achieved. In this context, it is also noteworthy to mention that, for
all the above reasons, a production of documentary film on integrative bioethics has
started, with a lot of shots taken during the rich program being carried out on the
sunny Croatian days in May.

Luka Peru
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