To the attention of:

Professor Sven Jelaska,  PhD
Editor 
Periodicum Biologorum
September 12, 2016
Dear professor Jelaska,

We are pleased to submit our manuscript entitled „Sex-related Differences in Correlation of Overweight/Obesity Markers to Blood Pressurein Prepubertal Children in Croatia - a Cross-sectional Study” by Lidija Rašić, Dajana Zrinušić, Ines Drenjančević all from Department of Physiology and Immunology Faculty of Medicine Osijek, University of Osijek, Croatia for consideration at Periodicum Biologorum as an original full length article.  

In present study conducted on one hundred and eleven prepubertal school children (age 9±1 years), significant association of overweight/obesity (OW/OB) to arterial BP levels in prepubertal boys, and a lack of associations among markers of OW/OB and arterial BP levels in girls suggest that OW/OB might not be as important risk factors in development of hypertension in adulthood in females as in males. We consider the findings of the study very important because 1/3 of prepubertal urban school population was included in the study and marked differences were observed between boys and girls, suggesting sex-related differences present as a part of cardiovascular phenotype even before the activation of sexual hormones.

This manuscript has not been and will not be submitted to any other journal while it is under consideration by Periodicum Biologorum. 

There is no conflict of interests, real or perceived in any of the potential area of conflicts, including no : (1) study design; (2) the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; (3) the writing of the report; and (4) the decision to submit the paper for publication. The study was partially supported by the grant of Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, Republic of Croatia, #219-2160133-2034 (PI Ines Drenjancevic).


Nobody received an honorarium, grant, or other form of payment to produce the manuscript. 

Each author listed on the manuscript has seen and approved the submission of this version of the manuscript and takes full responsibility for the manuscript. All authors contributed to: (1) Concept and design of the experiments, (2) Collection, analysis and interpretation of data, (3) Writing the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content. All authors have read the final version of the manuscript and approved its submission. 
 
I sincerely hope that our work will meet the criteria and high standards set by yourj ournal to merit publication.
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Sincerely,

Ines Drenjancevic, MD, PhD
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