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Professor emeritus Bruno Mili¢ (1917-2009)
was one of the most prominent figures in
Croatian architecture and urbanism in the
second half of the 20™ century. His long aca-
demic work at the Faculty of Architecture in
Zagreb has left an unavoidable mark on gen-
erations of architects, urban planners and
spatial planners, even for those who have not
had the chance to personally attend his lec-
tures. His three major books “Urban Develop-
ment Through the Centuries I-Ill”, created in
the 1990s after the professor’s retirement,
marked the crown of his academic work.
Originally conceived as university textbooks,
these books have outgrown their scientific
and educational function and become an in-
dispensable read for a cultural analysis of
urban development throughout history. With
these books professor Mili¢ not only filled the
gap that existed until then in the Croatian
professional and academic literature, but
also set high standards for a systematic and
comprehensive scientific analysis of urban
planning. The books were written in an ap-
pealing and simple language, arranged as an
intriguing collage of graphic contributions
and accompanying cultural links, bringing
the topic of urban development closer to a
wider interested audience.

Even at the time of the creation of the books
“Urban Development through the Centuries”,
it was known that professor Milic was prepar-
ing the fourth book dedicated exclusively to
the urban development of the territory of Cro-
atia. The manuscript that the author was work-
ing on until his death at the age of 92 remained
largely defined, but unfinished, and in some
parts only in notes and with missing referenc-
es and graphic sources. Eleven years after the
author’s death, this major work is published in
an unusual publishing venture in which the
professor’s daughter worked with his former
associates from the Department of Urban
Planning of the Faculty of Architecture in Za-
greb. Therefore, it is worth mentioning the
names of the people most deserving of this
endeavour. First of all, it is the professor’s
long-term assistant at the faculty Zlatko Karac
and the author’s daughter Lada Mili¢ Demarin
who reconstructed, systematized and supple-

mented the rich textual and graphic material
that remained unfinished after the author’s
death. The leader of the scientific project with-
in which the manuscript was created, acade-
mician Mladen Obad Scitaroci, is responsible
for the fact that immediately after the author’s
death the decision was made to complete and
publish the book. This enabled the participa-
tion of a number of technical associates who
worked on the technical preparation of the
materials. Among them, the author’s long-
time collaborator, typist Ljiljana Loina Hohn-
jec, deserves a mention. She had preserved all
versions of the manuscript files and enabled
them to be reconstructed. Finally, the roles of
the book editor Ariana Stulhofer and the re-
viewers Sonja Jurkovic, Snjeska Knezevic¢ and
Mladen Obad S¢itaroci went beyond the usual
framework of the publishing process in such
an unusual publishing venture.

It is important to emphasize that despite this
posthumous preparation, the book Twenty-
Five Centuries of Urban Culture in Croatia re-
mains a visible piece of work by professor
Milic. The parts of the material that make up
the book were created successively, since
the early 1980s, during systematic research
into the history of world and Croatian urban-
ism. Professor Mili¢ left a conceptually com-
pletely defined book, even with the main
graphic determinants. The book bears the
undoubted author’s signature in a style of
writing that is at the same time comprehen-
sive, factually accurate, and with lucid links
to broader cultural themes. The text is writ-
ten in an essay-like style, which is why the
book successfully moves away from classical
university textbooks and brings the topic
closer to a wider readership interested in the
culture of space as an important segment of
national culture.

The book also bears the recognizable au-
thor’s signature in the graphic layout, which
was masterfully done by designer Sasa Stu-
bicar. It was professor Mili¢c who as an archi-
tect and primarily a visual person created his
manuscripts as richly illustrated collages.
The graphic material in his books does not
remain an accompanying material to the text,
but instead the book becomes a complex sys-
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tem of text and graphic elements, descrip-
tions and accompanying framed text that
provides links to broader cultural topics. The
author used to create all his manuscripts
from their earliest stages as collages of nu-
merous photocopied materials, which he me-
ticulously arranged, paying attention to their
interrelationships and position on the pages.
The finished book, richly illustrated with
more than 8oo illustrations, exclusively in
black and white, bears that recognizable au-
thor’s signature. It certainly took a lot of skill
and self-imposed modesty of the editor and
author of graphic design to achieve this.

The book has 15 chapters and linearly follows
the development of urban culture in today’s
Croatia from prehistory to the 21 century.
The author points out the diversity, number
and quality of urban areas of Croatian cities
and emphasizes the inherited high level of
urban culture that characterizes the area of
today’s Croatia. It is especially interesting
that the author, who mainly dealt with the
historical development of cities, deals in
great detail with the dynamic development of
Croatian cities in the 20" century, from explo-
sive growth and development of our cities to
the phenomenon of tourist urbanization in
the Adriatic.

The book “Twenty-Five Centuries of Urban
Culture in Croatia” looks like a fascinating
masterfully restored mosaic. The very history
of the cultural and historic development of
our cities is fragmented, which is a conse-
quence of turbulent historical facts. The au-
thor managed to combine such fragments
into a comprehensive ensemble that for the
first time brings a systematic overview of the
urban development of our cities and indi-
cates the longevity and continuity of urban
culture in Croatia. The team that completed
the book performed a masterful job of restor-
ing the existing mosaic of unfinished materi-
als, while their work remains a concealed
dedication to the work of professor Milic.

The book is an indispensable read not only for
students but for all who in their work need an
understanding of the broader cultural context
of development of our historic urban areas.





