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FIG. 1 AERIAL IMAGE OF SPLIT FROM THE WEST. MARKINGS INDICATE THE SCOPE OF SPLIT 2 HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS AND AREAS PLANNED FROM 1957 TO 1968
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SPLIT 2 HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS
PLANNED FROM 1957 TO 1968

CONCENTRIC CONSTRUCTION SITES
HOUSING

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

SPLIT

SPLIT 2

Split 2 is a significant part of urban and architectural heritage in Split
and Croatia. This arises from the scope and reach of the rational
urban planning and use of space, inventive architectural design
focused on construction technologies, operations and materials
which were mainly organized in concentric construction sites of
housing developments and areas which predominantly featured
standardized residential buildings and residential high-rises in the
period from 1957 to 1968.
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INTRODUCTION

Split is urbanistically and architecturally
renowned for Diocletian’s Palace, Poljud City
Stadium and Split 3. Split 2 is a less known
stage of urban and architectural develop-
ment of the city which therefore merits inte-
gral and thematic analysis, valorization and
presentation in a systematic manner (Fig. 1).
In addition to the texts which had been writ-
ten mainly by the protagonists and addressed
the planning, design and development of
Split 2, some scholarly and professional pa-
pers were published retrospectively. They
mostly treated the urban and architectural
development of Split 2 from 1945 to 1968 in a
thematically fragmented manner.

Urbs magazine, number 6 from 1966 pub-
lished a series of articles by the protagonists
of Split 2, addressing certain housing devel-
opments of Split 2. Slavko Muljacic published
the works ”Development of Split 1944-1969”
in Urbs magazine, number 8-9 from 1969 and
“Development of Split 1944-1990” in the
book “Split in Tito’s time” published in 2002,
discussing housing of Split 2 (Muljacic, 1969a;
Muljacic, 1969b; Muljaci¢c, 2002). Josip Voj-
novic, one of the protagonists of Split 2, in
1977 completed and in 1978 defended his
doctoral dissertation “Rationalization and
evolution of housing and communal con-
struction in the planning process” which par-
tially analyzed certain housing developments
of Split 2 (Vojnovi¢, 1977). Retrospectively,
the books by Darovan Tusek stand out among
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the published work on Split 2. These include
his books “Architectural competitions in Split
1945-1995” published in 1996, and “Lexicon
of modern architecture in Split” from 2018
(Tusek, 1996; Tusek, 2018). He also edited
»Split : Architecture of the 20" century : A
Guide”, published in 2011, and which con-
tains reference texts authored by young
scholars, on certain residential buildings and
high-rises.! In 2011, Marina Maji¢ published
the book “Architecture of Split 1945-1960”
which deals with some residential buildings
of Split 2 (Majic, 2011). Sanja Matijevi¢ Barcot
defended her 2014 doctoral dissertation “The
Impact of Socially Organized Housing Strate-
gies on the Architecture of Split 1945-1968”
in which she touches on housing develop-
ments of Split 2 (Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2014). She
deals with the topic in her paper “Housing
Construction in Split in the Immediate Post-
war Period (1945-1951)” published in Prostor
scholarly journal in 2019 (Matijevi¢ Barcot,
2019: 71-75).

These works, in their scope and reach, togeth-
er with other reference works, constitute the
basis and impetus for this paper, which is a
continuation of previous research on Split 2. It
is methodologically and thematically focused
on contributing to a systematic analysis, valo-
rization and presentation of housing develop-
ments in Split in line with the 1951 Directive
Regulatory Planning Guidelines of Split and
which were constructed predominantly in con-
centric construction sites, following the estab-
lishment of the Department for the Organiza-
tion of Construction and the Department for
Analysis and Records at the Bureau for Urban
Planning — Split 1957, up to the Competition
for the Urban Planning Solution of the eastern
part of Split — Split 3 in 1968. The research
question, problem and subject matter of the
paper are urban and architectural features
and significance of Split 2 housing develop-
ments from 1957 to 1968 in the context of ur-
ban and architectural development of Split.
The research discourse and the aim of the pa-
per is to examine the thesis on the significance
of the scope and reach of Split 2 housing de-
velopments from 1957 to 1968 for the urban
and architectural heritage of Split and Croatia
by applying systematic review method. The
expected scholarly contribution of the re-
search is to provide a uniform and clear over-
view of the housing developments planned in
Split from 1957 to 1968. This topic has been
mostly dealt with in a segmented and partial
manner in the available reference literature,
mostly within broader topics related to Split 2
or Splitin general.

1 The authors of reference texts are Hrvoje Bartulovic,
Ana Grgic, Sanja Matijevic¢ Barcot and Vesna Perkovic Jovic.
2 Atthe end of the 1960s, nearly 1,800 unplanned resi-
dential building were constructed. (Muljacic, 1969a: 33)
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PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION
OF SPLIT 2

Split was, to a certain degree, demolished in
the Second World War in the Allied air strikes
carried out in 1943 and 1944 (Karakas Obra-
dov, 2008: 349). The ruins of the devastation
were cleared out and the damaged infrastruc-
ture and buildings were rebuilt after the war
(Druzeic, 1957: 25; Muljacic, 1966: 33; Gamu-
lin, 1989-1991: 29). Split soon grew into a re-
gional administrative, economic and transport
center of Dalmatia, affected by a significant
housing shortage. The construction of new
apartments in Split 2 was undertaken at a
gradual pace disproportionate to the popula-
tion growth. Split 2 spatially developed along
the perimeter of the historic center in the city
cassettes of the hitherto suburbs, which at the
same time were experiencing unplanned con-
struction of family houses (Bjelajac, 1970;
Klempic, 2004: 112-114).?

Poljud, the inaugural housing development
of Split 2, features six standardized residen-
tial buildings constructed in the period from
1947 t0 1949. In 1948, a residential colony
was developed in Put Brodarice, which typo-
logically belongs to a residential hotel for
singles and couples without children. Simul-
taneously throughout 1948 and 1949, colo-
nies of single-family houses in Table, Spinut
and along Mitnicka Street were also con-
structed, while a housing development with
small single-family houses and low-rise resi-
dential buildings was built in Bacvice. Due to
low density housing typology of modest fam-
ily houses, the City People’s Committee de-
cided that such development represented ir-
rational use of the land in comparison with
multi-storey residential buildings, which
have since come to dominate housing in Split
(Matijevic Barcot, 2019: 71-74).

The reconstruction and development of Split
until 1950 was carried out in line with the
Regulatory Plan of Split, as envisaged by
Werner Schiirmann’s competition entry from
1924 (Tusek, 1994: 35, 39; Piplovic, 2006:
473), the 1940 Amendments to the Regulato-
ry Plan and in a series of improvisations
(Druzeic, 1957: 25, 27). In 1949 a new Direc-
tive Regulatory Planning Guidelines of Split
were drafted at the Urban Institute in Split by
Milorad Druzeic¢ and Budimir Pervan with as-
sociates, which were subsequently adopted
in 1950 (Cicin Sain, Pervan and Vekaric, 1951:
17-19; Pervan, 1966: 44; Piplovic, 2011: 272).

The Directive Regulatory Planning Guidelines
of Split represent the planning basis of Split 2
with theoretical origins in the Athens Charter,
Functional City concept and CIAM guidelines,
which organized the city into function-based
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zones — for residential, business, recreation-
al and transport purposes. The network of
pre-existing and planned main city roads de-
fined the residential cassettes for future
housing developments (Tusek, 1996: 115; Fig.
2). Housing was planned in 23 housing units
or developments for a total of 164,000 dwell-
ers across 687.5 hectares, mostly on the
southern slopes of Split peninsula with beau-
tiful vistas of the central Dalmatian islands,
and protected from the wind and dust coming
from the northern port-industrial zone. The
housing developments were dimensioned
and organized in accordance with the capac-
ity of the primary school planned for each in-
dividual housing unit, including a kindergar-
ten (one per every 100 apartments), chil-
dren’s and recreational playgrounds, sports
and supply centers and service, as well
as administrative and social facilities. The
planned number of residents in the housing
developments ranged from 3,000 to 6,000
(Cicin Sain, Pervan and Vekari¢, 1951: 28),
while the planned average housing density
was 240 dwellers per hectare. A single-car
garage unit was planned for one car per every
ten residents (Kalogjera, 1966a: 49-50).

After 1952, partial infill of the vacant loca-
tions occurred within uncompleted city
blocks, blocks which had been demolished in
the Second World War or locations along con-
tinuously developing city structure. This was
due to the decision of the City Department for
Communal Affairs on infill of partially devel-
oped residential blocks (cassettes) with free-
standing residential buildings because urban

FIG. 2 DIRECTIVE REGULATORY PLANNING GUIDELINES OF
SPLIT FROM 1951. BLACK AREAS DISPLAY THE RESIDENTIAL
ZONES OF SPLIT 2 HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS AND AREAS
PLANNED FROM 1957 TO 1968 ARE MARKED AS FOLLOWS:
1 - HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SPINUT 1; 2 — HOUSING AREA
LucAC — GRIPE; 3 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ALONG
OSJECKA STREET; 4 — HOUSING AREA MEJE; 5 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT ALONG SOLINSKA ROAD; 6 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT SKRAPE; 7 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
SKALICE — GLAVICINE; 8 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SPINUT
2; 9 —HOUSING AREA BOL — PLOKITE; 10 — HOUSING AREA
BoLl; 11 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT BoL Il; 12 — HousING
DEVELOPMENT GRIPE — LOKVE; 13 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT PLOKITE
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FIG. 3 A PLAN OF SPLIT DISPLAYING SPLIT 2 HOUSING

AND AREAS PLANNED FROM 1957 T0 1968: 1 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT SPINUT 1; 2 — HOUSING AREA LUCAC

— GRIPE; 3 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ALONG OSJECKA
STREET; 4 — HOUSING AREA MEJE; 5 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT ALONG SOLINSKA ROAD; 6 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT SKRAPE; 7 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
SKALICE — GLAVICINE; 8 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SPINUT
2; 9 — HOUSING AREA BOL — PLOKITE; 10 — HOUSING AREA
BoLl; 11 — HOUSING DEVELOPMENT BoL Il; 12 — HOuSING
DEVELOPMENT GRIPE — LOKVE; 13 — HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT PLOKITE

planning was conditioned by the pre-existing
structures and communal infrastructure. Par-
tial infill of the city blocks with free-standing
residential buildings is seen by experts as
limiting for the development of Split, as it
failed to provide ideal housing conditions
aligned with functionalist criteria, i.e., it pre-
vented orientation and disposition of apart-
ments aimed at optimal sunlight, ventilation,
and pollution protection (Pervan, 1950: 3;
Ci¢in Sain, Pervan and Vekari¢, 1951: 28).
Residential building complexes were also de-
veloped throughout the 1950s, for example in
Biokovska Street, as well as housing devel-
opments with standardized single-family
houses in Brda, Kman, Sucidar, Krizine and
Visoka (*** 1959b: 2; Bombardelli, 1966b: 91;
Matijevic Barcot, 2014: 89). The housing cri-
sis in Split peaked in 1957. With approxi-
mately 16,000 apartments and a population
of 81,000, there was a shortage of almost
6,000 apartments. Annual construction rate
stood at 400, meeting less than half the an-
nual demand (Muljaci¢, 1969a: 17; Tusek,
1996: 80; Muljacic¢, 2002: 206).

An important incentive for the housing came
from the establishment of the Department for
the Organization of Construction and the De-
partment for Analysis and Records at the Bu-
reau for Urban Planning — Split 1957, when
more extensive housing construction was
initiated in concentric construction sites,
which led to the further expansion of the Di-
rective Regulatory Planning Guidelines of
Split from 1951 (Pervan, 1957: 48; Pervan,
1966: 44). In 1958, the Urban Planning Coun-
cil of Split adopted the idea of developing
standardized residential buildings in concen-
tric construction sites of housing develop-
ments in undeveloped city cassettes in order
to rationalize and increase housing produc-
tivity (Matijevic Barcot, 2014: 155), because
the earlier model of infill in the partially de-
veloped city cassettes with residential build-
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ings proved to be ineffective. A concentric
construction site in Split, i.e., a location de-
fined mainly by city roads, was assigned to
one the construction companies operating in
the city, which was then able to rationalize
the number of construction elements and ar-
chitectural details (Perkovic, 1957: 43, 45).
That enabled more efficient use of resources,
work force and mechanization and allowed
for the construction of communal infrastruc-
ture and accompanying housing facilities
within a certain project.

Housing development of Split 2 in concentric
construction sites was designed and revised
in 1958 pursuant to the Decision on the Direc-
tion and Rational Design of Housing in the
Area of Split, and in line with Technical and
Financial Guidelines of a Standard Apartment
from 1962, drafted by Josip Vojnovi¢ and as-
sociates at the Municipal Fund for Social
Housing. The 1958 Housing Contribution Act
provided the administrative, organizational,
and financial framework for systematic devel-
opment of housing and introduced the im-
perative of rationalization and efficiency in
construction.

The organization and implementation of
housing construction of Split 2 was headed
by the Department for the Organization of
Construction and the Department for Analy-
sis and Records, which were spun off from
the Bureau for Urban Planning — Split into the
newly established Housing Administration in
1959 and subsequently in 1961 set up as the
Municipal Fund for Social Housing — Split
(Pervan, 1957: 48; Muljacic, 1969a: 17; Klem-
pi¢, 2004: 97; Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2014: 134-
136). Split Construction Company was set up
in 1965 following a merger of the Municipal
Fund for Social Housing, the Institute for
Land Preparation and part of the Institute for
the Construction of Commercial Facilities. It
played a key role in the management of the
housing stock and in the organization and
implementation of housing (*** 1965; Mulja-
¢i¢, 1969a: 31; Vojnovic, 1977: 10; Matijevic
Barcot, 2014: 189). The efficiency of the hous-
ing model originated in Split which included
standardized residential buildings and high-
rises in concentric construction sites in the
spirit of the so-called crane urbanism
(Kovacic, 2016: 67), resulting in 300, 500 and
finally 8oo apartments, enabled every other
family in Split to move into a new apartment
by 1965. (Kukoc, 2010: 168; Matijevi¢ Barcot,
2014: 177).

Since 1957, a number of Split 2 housing devel-
opments and areas were planned and devel-
oped in Meje, Skrape, Skalice and Glavicine,
Spinut, Bol and Plokite, Gripe, Lokve and in
the former Sucidar. The construction of resi-
dential buildings and high-rises continued
even after 1968 Split 3 competition (Fig. 3).3
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ANALYSIS OF HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS
AND AREAS IN SPLIT PLANNED
FROM 1957 TO 1968

Spinut 1 housing development, formerly
known as housing development in Ljudevita
Gaja Street in Spinut4, was designed in 1957
by Vuko Bombardelli and associates at the
Design studio for urban planning and archi-
tecture Architect from Split (Fig. 4). The urban
design project aimed to connect the northern
slopes of Marjan peninsula and the park-for-
est with Spinut area and across Stari Plac to

3  Housing developments are urbanistically and archi-
tecturally homogeneous parts of housing areas dimen-
sioned in accordance with the planned capacity of the pri-
mary school and accompanying residential amenities,
while housing areas are mostly larger areas which are ur-
banistically and architecturally heterogeneous with occa-
sional urban amenities.

4 Housing development and area Spinut is also known
as Spinut.

5 Slavica Bombardelli, Olga Pavlinovic, Savka Sasunic
and Mira Zupan collaborated on the urban design project
for the housing development and the architectural design
of the residential buildings E-57. (*** 1959a: 2)

the city center with a wide park stretching
along Ljudevita Gaja Street. The park was the
backbone of the urban design project with
orthogonally positioned residential buildings
and single-family houses. The plans included
mostly standardized residential buildings,
with a total of 248 apartments for 1,017 oc-
cupants. Five E-57 residential buildings de-
signed by Vuko Bombardelli and associates
in the period from 1957 to 1959 are notable
among the standardized residential buildings
(*** 1959b: 2; Muljaci¢, 1969b: 66; Vojnovic,
1977: 159; Grgi¢, 2011a: 76).> The construc-
tion of the first standardized residential
building E-57 commenced in mid-1958 (***
1958: 6; Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2014: 153; Tusek,

The investors in the housing development in
Ljudevita Gaja Street in Spinut from 1958 to
1962 (Muljaci¢, 1969b: 66; Grgic, 2011a: 76),
were the Municipal Fund for Social Housing
Split and Design studio for urban planning
and architecture Architect from Split (Bom-
bardelli, 1966a: 85), with the contractor was
Tehnogradnja (Muljacic, 1969b: 66; Matijevic
Barcot, 2014: 153).

FIG. 4 URBAN DESIGN PROJECT AND IMAGE OF SPINUT 1
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT [LEFT] AND PRELIMINARY URBAN
DESIGN AND IMAGE OF LUCAC — GRIPE HOUSING AREA
[RIGHT]
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Preliminary urban design for Luéac — Gripe
housing area, formerly known as housing
units VII and VIIl, was prepared by Petar
Mudnic at the Bureau for Urban Planning —
Split in 1957 and 1958 (Mudnic, 1966b: 109;
Vojnovic, 1977: 16). It included the area next
to the medieval settlement Lucac and Gripe
fortress (Fig. 4). The urban design project re-
tained, to a great extent, the pre-existing
buildings, adding planned residential build-
ings, other residential amenities and educa-
tional and community facilities. Renovation
and upgrades of the communal infrastructure
were planned for the previously developed
parts, with construction of standardized and
block-type residential buildings. In total, 500
apartments for roughly 2,150 occupants were
planned in the first phase, in order to distrib-
ute the dwellers in harmonized and diverse
designed housing developments with ap-
proximately 130 apartments each. Among
other residential buildings, the residential
buildings URBS-1, URBS-4 and URBS-5 stand
out, while E-247 designed by Ivo Radic¢ and
one residential complex on the slopes of
Gripe featuring two residential buildings and
one residential high-rise by Stanko Fabris
should be highlighted as well (Tusek, 1996:
102-103, 125-133; Bartulovi¢, Uchytil and
Serman, 2013: 251). The first phase of the
housing area was constructed in the period
1958-1959, and the last residential buildings
were completed in 1962 along the present-
day Osjecka Street (Mudnic, 1966b: 109-110;
Vojnovic, 1977: 158).

Housing development along Osjecka Street,
formerly XX. dalmatinske divizije Street, was
designed by Petar Mudni¢ at the Bureau for
Urban Planning — Split (Fig. 5). The prelimi-
nary urban design was aligned with the pre-
liminary urban design for the Lu¢ac — Gripe
housing area. Standardized residential build-
ings® designed by Josip Vojnovic¢ and Lovro
Perkovic¢ in 1958 in the first concentric con-
struction site, were added to the pre-existing
single-family houses (Kalogjera, 1966a: 45;
Muljacic, 1969a: 19; Muljacic, 1969b: 71; Voj-
novic¢, 1977: 9, 158; Gamulin, 1989-1991: 30;
Zizi¢, 2011: 78-79; Uskokovi¢, 2015: 193-202;
Tusek, 2018: 163). Josip Vojnovi¢ designed
the standardized residential building URBS-1,
while Lovro Perkovic designed the standard-
ized residential buildings URBS-4 and URBS-
5.7 The dynamic orthogonal layout of the
standardized residential buildings and inter-
space with gardens and car parks is harmo-
nized with the roads and the surrounding
pre-existing family houses and residential
buildings. The contractor of the residential
buildings and the communal infrastructure
and communal space was the Construction
Company I.L. Lavcevi¢. Preparatory work
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commenced at the end of 1958, the first stan-
dardized residential buildings were con-
structed at the beginning of 1959, and the
first occupants moved in at the end of 1960
(Z.B., 1959: 8; Muljaci¢, 1969b: 71-72; Voj-
novic, 1977: 162-165; Matijevic Barcot, 2014:
157, 159-160).

Meje housing area, was designed from 1958
and in line with the regulatory competition
for Meje in 1959 and 1960. The urban design
project was prepared by Petar Mudnic¢ and
his associate Zlata Sakic¢ in 1961 and 1962 at
the Bureau for Urban Planning — Split (Fig. 5).
The urban design project for this attractive
area was adopted in 1964 (Piplovi¢, 2010:
176), and it was developed together with the
urban planning study of the wider Marjan
area (Tusek, 1996: 111-112; Matosic¢, 2012:
151). The urban design project encompassed
the pre-existing residential buildings and
single-family houses with a total of 2,700 oc-
cupants and provided for new residential
buildings and single-family houses with a to-
tal of 580 apartments accommodating a total
of 2,320 occupants on 52 hectares. Addition-
al residential amenities and educational and
community facilities were also planned. The
urban design project aimed to both preserve
the landscape of Marjan and vistas of the un-
developed areas by applying fragmented
construction, and to improve the pre-existing
standard of living. The construction of the
first residential buildings commenced in De-
cember 1964 (Mudni¢, 1966a: 77-80). The
constructed residential buildings include
two-storey buildings designed by Ivo Radic in
1965, standardized multi-storey buildings de-
signed by Vuko Bombardelliin 1968 and 1969
and a residential and commercial building
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping designed by
Neven Segvi¢ in 1961/1962 and built in 1963
(Muljacic, 1969b: 86, 89, 95; Odak, 1989-
1991: 50; Tusek, 1996: 86, 150; Uchytil, Bari-
si¢ Mareni¢ and Kahrovic, 2009: 207, 209;
Bartulovi¢, 2011a: 84; Bartulovic, 2011b: 93;
Popic, 2012: 109, 118-123; Tusek, 2018: 175).

Housing development along Solinska Road
(formerly known as Zrtava fasizma Street)
was planned by Berislav Kalogjera in 1959 at
the Bureau for Urban Planning — Split. The
development is positioned at the entrance to
Split from the direction of Solin (at the time
the only entrance of that kind) and in the part
of the housing area Bol — Plokite between the
present-day Domovinskog rata Street and
Trscanska Street (Popic, 2012: 114; Fig. 6).8
The preliminary urban design of the elongat-
ed stretch of the city cassettes along one of
the main roads in the city provides for stan-
dardized residential buildings corresponding
to the pre-existing buildings, and four 12-sto-
rey residential high-rises, which dynamize
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6  The competition for the standardized residential buil-
dings conducted in Split at the end of 1957 is significant as
it stimulated the process of mass development of new
housing in concentric construction sites and increased
efforts in rationalization and efficiency in productivity.
(Tusek, 1996: 80)

7 URBS standardized residential buildings were con-
structed along Osjecka and Lovretska Streets, Mazura-
nicevo Setaliste, Firule, Skalice and Glavicine. Apart from
Split, they have also been constructed in Pula, Lovran,
Sibenik, Knin, Trogir, Kastel Gomilica, Omis, Makarska,
Ploce, Dubrovnik and Herceg Novi. (Muljacic, 1969b: 71, 75-
76; Majic, 2011: 180; Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2014: 160; Uskokovic,
2015: 199)

8 The available sources refer to this project as either
Housing development along Solinska Road (Kalogjera,
1966e: 95) or Housing development in Zrtava fasizma
Street (*** 19657?: n.p.; Mrkonji¢, 1967: 1, 3; Muljacic,
1969b: 84-85). The housing development was constructed
along the city road, which was initially called Solinska
Road, later renamed to Zrtava fasizma Street and finally to
Domovinskog rata Street as it is known today (Matijevic
Barcot, 2010: 338).

9 Theavailable sources refer to Rendic as both Cedomir
(Rendic, 1966a: 98; Rendic, 1966b: 106) or Cedomil Rendic
(Tusek, 2018: 14, 184, 188, 193, 350). The authors have
used Cedomil hereinafter.

10 Project associates were Ante Vukov and Jakov Voda-
novic. (Tusek, 1996: 116-119)

segmented city blocks with their height,
rhythm and floor plan elusion. These pre-
dominantly standardized residential build-
ings and high-rises in the housing develop-
ment, which mostly relies on the nearby resi-
dential amenities and facilities, were designed
by Ivo Radic¢ at the Bureau for Urban Planning
— Split (Muljacic, 1969b: 82; Tusek, 2018:
170, 172; Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2011a: 81), one
building was designed by Branko Franicevic,
and the investor in the 450 apartments was
the Municipal Fund for Social Housing (***
19657: n.p.; Kalogjera, 1966e: 95; Mrkonjic,
1967: 1, 3; Popic, 2012: 109, 112-117, 126).

Skrape housing development was designed
on the basis of the preliminary design from
1959 and the competition entry from 1962 by
Cedomil Rendi¢?, Ivo Kurtovi¢ and Luka
Kovacevic with associates at the Project Bu-
reau of the Construction Company I.L. Lav-
cevic (Piplovic, 2011: 275; Fig. 6).* Commu-
nal area with single-family houses was
planned in the northern part of the rectangu-
lar project area with a meandering segment-

FIG. 5 PRELIMINARY URBAN DESIGN AND IMAGE

OF THE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ALONG OSJECKA STREET
(ORIGINALLY XX. DALMATINSKE DIVIZIJE STREET) [LEFT]
AND URBAN DESIGN PROJECT AND IMAGE OF MEJE HOUSING
AREA [RIGHT]
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FIG. 6 URBAN PLANNING SITUATION AND IMAGE OF THE ed block of residential buildings in the south-
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ALONG SOLINSKA ROAD [LEFT] ern part with separate kindergarten units.
AND PRELIMINARY URBAN DESIGN AND MODEL . e ot . - - .

FOR SKRAPE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT [RIGHT] (PREPARED Residential high-rises with residential ameni-
FROM: KALOGJERA, 1966E: 97, 96; RENDIC, 19668: 107) ties and educational and community facilities

were envisaged in the central part. A total of
800 apartments were planned for approxi-
mately 3,200 occupants on the total surface
area ranging from 11 to 20 hectares. The lon-
gitudinal collector street with connections to
the ring roads was planned to extend in the
direction east-west, with a connected system
of residential streets adapted to single-family
houses and slope configuration of the ter-
rain. Because of the proximity of the Military
hospital, the investor was the Administration
for Military Construction. Although the con-
struction of the housing development Skrape
had been planned for the period from the end
of 1966 through to the end of 1969 (Rendic,
1966b: 106-108), the Construction Company
I.L. Lavcevic built the standardized residen-
tial buildings and high-rises designed by
Cedomil Rendi¢ from 1968 to 1972, and those
designed by Jakov Vodanovi¢ and Zdeslav
Perkovi¢ from 1968 and 1970 (Muljacic,
1969b: 96; Matijevi¢ Barcot, 2014: 208-209;
Tusek, 2018: 195-196).

Skalice — Glavicine housing development
was constructed in line with the urban plan-
ning study from 1961 and the urban design
project from 1962 developed by Berislav

Kalogjera and associates at the Bureau for
Urban Planning in Split (Fig. 7).* The founda-
tional urban settings were appropriated from
the 1960 urban design project for the city
center (also authored by Kalogjera) which en-
visaged that the southern part of the housing
development next to the city center would be
used for the purposes of the city center ex-
tension with predominantly public and social
buildings and spaces running along the cen-
tral part of the development (Kalogjera, 1959:
23; Kalogjera, 1966b: 71-72). The aim of the
urban design project was to harmonize the
layout, surface area and height of the build-
ings with the pre-existing structures in the
southern part of the development, and to ac-
centuate the northern part with six high-ris-
es. Standardized residential buildings were
designed by Josip Vojnovic and Lovro Per-
kovic, one residential and commercial build-
ing was designed by Branimir Gruica (Tusek,
1996: 151, 155), and Vuko Bombardelli de-
signed the first residential high-rise in Split,
built from 1959 to 1962 (Muljacic, 1969b: 72;
Grgic¢, 2011b: 77; Tusek, 2018: 162), while

11 The associates on the project design included Petar
Mudnic, Srdan Baldasar and Stanislav Tedeschi. (Kalo-
gjera, 1966C: 86)

12 The competition entry was authored by Zarko Turke-
to, Frane Gotovac, Mihovil Anticevi¢ and Boris Alujevic.
(Tusek, 1996: 142)
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Stanko Fabris designed residential high-rises
(Muljacic, 1969b: 82; Baci¢, 1999: 99, 101;
Uchytil, Barisi¢ Marenic¢ and Kahrovic, 2009:
95, 97, 158; Perkovic Jovi¢, 2011a: 86; Grgic,
Matijevic Barcot, 2013: 71; Tusek, 2018: 171),
and a residential complex with one residen-
tial high-rise and a semi-detached residential
building with commercial units on the ground
floor in Zrtava fasizma Street (present-day
Domovinskog rata Street; Muljaci¢, 1969b:
81-82; Bartulovi¢, Uchytil and Serman, 2013:
252-253; Tusek, 2018: 171). Prior to the con-
struction of the newly designed residential
buildings and high-rises, the 48-hectare proj-
ect area housed 4,714 occupants, of which
4,100 remained occupying the pre-existing
residential buildings of good quality. It was
planned that newly constructed residential
buildings and high-rises would contain 1,300
apartments for 5,900 occupants. Residential

i iy

= BH

amenities and educational and community
facilities were planned in the housing devel-
opment, which was intensively constructed
in the period from 1962 to 1964. The inves-
tors in the housing development were the
Municipal Fund for Social Housing, the Yugo-
slav People’s Army and a number of public
companies and institutions. The contractor
was, for the most part, Tehnogradnja (Kalo-
gjera, 1966¢: 86-88).

Spinut 2 housing development was designed
and planned by Zarko Turketo and Mihovil
Anticevi¢ with their associate Tomislav Duj-
mic¢ at the Urban Planning Institute of Split
District on the basis of an entry for the regula-
tory competition for Spinut — Poljud from
1963, which had divided the area of Spinut
and Poljud into a recreational and sports
zone to the west and an educational zone to
the east of the housing zone (Fig. 7). The

FIG. 7 URBAN DESIGN PROJECT AND IMAGE OF SKALICE
— GLAVCINE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT [LEFT]

AND PRELIMINARY URBAN DESIGN AND MODEL

FOR SPINUT 2 HOUSING DEVELOPMENT [RIGHT]
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regulatory plan was drafted in 1963, and the
urban design project in 1964 for a housing
zone of 10.6 hectares envisaged for a total of
5,600 occupants between the old and the
newly-planned Hajduk Stadiums. The plan
also included the pre-existing residential
buildings constructed into a block with ap-
proximately 2,500 occupants and provided
for 41 new apartments in extensions or retro-
fits, as well as 769 apartments in new resi-
dential buildings and high-rises, with an em-
phasis on the compositional elements and
residential amenities, for a total of 2,600 new
residents. These mostly standardized resi-
dential buildings and high-rises were de-
signed by Ivo Radi¢c (Muljacic, 1969b: 93;
Odak, 1989-1991: 53; Grgi¢, 2011d: 96; Popic,

2012: 110, 124-129), Ivan Vitic (Muljacic,
1969b: 93; Tusek, 1996: 158-159; *** 2005:
170; Grgi¢, 2011¢: 95), Antun Satara, Lovro
Perkovi¢, Nikola Grabic¢ and Frano Gotovac
(Muljacic, 1969b: 93, 99; Gamulin, 1989-1991:
31-32; Odak, 1989-1991: 54; Perkovic Jovic,
2010: 155; Perkovic Jovic, 2011b: 99; Perkovic¢
Jovi¢, 2011C: 104-105; Kuzmanic, 2012: 196-
209; Tusek, 2018: 201). Three residential
high-rises designed by Ivo Radi¢ and con-
structed from 1967 to 1969, and two high-
-rises designed by Ivan Viti¢, constructed in
1967 and 1968 are exceptional architectural
achievements (Muljaci¢, 1969b: 93; Tusek,
1996: 158-159; Tusek, 2018: 189-190). The in-
vestors in the development of Spinut 2, con-
structed until 1979, were the Yugoslav Peo-
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ple’s Army and the Municipal Fund for Social
Housing (Turketo, 1966: 81-82; Muljacic,
1969b: 99; Perkovic Jovic, 2011c: 104-105).

Bol — Plokite housing area, nowadays known
Bol®, was planned in 1960, 1961 and 1963 by
Srdan Baldasar at the Bureau of Urban Plan-
ning — Split on a triangular area of approxi-
mately 43 hectares divided by three roads
into five city cassettes of irregular shapes
with the adjusted layout of the houses, build-
ings, and promenades (Fig. 8). The western
and the southern parts of the area of approxi-
mately 15 hectares had been constructed
prior to the Second World War. After 1951 the
pre-existing residential buildings and single-
family houses, which had been housing 3,100
occupants, were incorporated into the urban
planning for a total of 9,300 residents. Resi-
dential amenities, educational and commu-
nity facilities and urban public facilities were
constructed in the housing area. Two south-
eastern city cassettes were initially planned
for secondary and higher education. Howev-
er, an urban design project for the northern
cassette of Bol | was completed in 1965 (i.e.
formerly known as 26. listopada), while in the
southern cassette the housing development
Bol Il was constructed starting from 1969
(Muljacic, 1969b: 99; Klempic, 2004: 98;
Matijevic Barcot, 2014: 206), and starting
from 1959 Berislav Kalogjera prepared the ur-
ban design project for the northwestern edge
of the area of the housing development along
Solinska Road (Kalogjera, 1966d: 89-90;
Rendi¢, 1966a: 98; Kalogjera, 1966e: 95;
Vojnovi¢, 1977: 66a). Standardized residen-
tial buildings and high-rises constructed in
the Bol — Plokite housing area were designed
by, among others, Vuko Bombardelli with as-
sociates at the Design studio for urban plan-
ning and architecture Architect from Split*,
Ivo Radi¢ and Branko Franicevic at the Bu-
reau for Urban Planning — Split and Ivo
Kurtovi¢ and Luka Kovacevic¢ at the Project
Bureau of the Construction Company I.L.
Lavcevic (*** 19657: n.p.; Kalogjera, 1966e:
95; Mrkonji¢, 1967: 1, 3; Muljacic, 1969b: 87;
Tusek, 1996: 86, 133).

Bol | housing development (formerly 26. lis-
topada) was planned in 1964 and 1965 by Ivo
Kurtovi¢ with associates at the Project Bu-
reau of the Construction Company I.L. Lav-

13 What was once housing area Bol — Plokite is today
known as Bol, while the name Plokite is used for a housing
development which had been planned and constructed
under the name Sucidar, which is nowadays used for the
former housing area Vrh Sucidra. (Klempic, 2004: 100, 115)

14 The sources occasionally list just Split as the location
of two standardized residential buildings (Matijevic Barcot,
2014: 153), which had been constructed in Spinut 1 housing
development (Majic, 2011: 140; Grgic, 2011a: 76).

15 The associates included Cedomil Rendi¢ and Luka
Kovacevic. (Rendi¢, 1966a: 98)
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cevic (Fig. 8).* About fifty single-family hous-
es were removed from the moderately slop-
ing plateau of the surface area of seven
hectares and 18 residential buildings with
784 apartments for nearly 3,000 occupants
and residential amenities mostly positioned
around the square along Mazuranic¢ prome-
nade were orthogonally planned. The inves-
tor in the housing development, which was
mostly completed by 1967, was the Municipal
Fund for Social Housing. The position on the
plateau provided most of the apartments
with plenty of sunlight and vistas over the
Bay of Kastela, Spinut or Marjan (Rendic,
1966a: 98-100; Muljaci¢, 1969b: 89). Stan-
dardized residential buildings were de-
signed, in line with the Technical and Finan-
cial Guidelines of a Standard Apartment by
Josip Vojnovic¢ and associates from 1966, Ivo
Kurtovi¢ and Luka Kovacevi¢ at the Project
Bureau of the Construction Company I.L.
Lavcevic which was also the lead contractor
of the housing development. This marks the
beginning of the practice of commissioning
and recognizing design studios operating
within local construction companies. In addi-
tion to the Project Bureau at the Construction
Company I.L. Lavcevic, design studios within
construction companies Tehnogradnja and
Konstruktor should also be mentioned (Mu-
liacic, 1969b: 87; Tusek, 1996: 86).

Gripe — Lokve housing development was
constructed from 1965 in accordance with the
urban design project by Milorad Druzei¢ and
associates prepared in 1964 and 1965 at the
Bureau for Urban Planning — Split (Fig. 9).
The location of the housing developmentis in
the suburbs, on the slopes of Gripe, Sucidar
and Visoka hills. The surface of the rectangu-
lar project area covers approximately 18.75
hectares, and it is determined by the main
ring roads. Three standardized residential
high-rises were planned in the heart of the
housing development, with standardized
residential buildings along the edge of the
development. The orthogonal composition of
the housing development with a total of
1,660 apartments for nearly 6,640 occupants
is dynamized by the curves of the collector
street which connects the residential access
points, car parks and garages with the main
ring roads. 103-105; Piplovi¢, 2011: 307).
Franjo Buskariol from the design bureau at
Tehnogradnja construction company de-
signed the standardized residential build-
ings, including the first significant example
of a prefabricated standardized residential
building in Split. Dinko Kovacic designed
three standardized residential high-rises and
one residential building 87, 92, 99; Matijevic
Barcot, 2011b: 97; Kovacic, 2013: 14, 156, 160;
Kovaci¢, 2014: 10, 188; Kovacic, 2016: 80;
Tusek, 2018: 199). Tehnogradnja constructed
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FIG. 9 PRELIMINARY URBAN DESIGN AND IMAGE OF GRIPE
— LOKVE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT [LEFT] AND PRELIMINARY
URBAN DESIGN AND IMAGE OF PLOKITE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT (ORIGINALLY SUCIDAR) [RIGHT]

the majority of the residential buildings and
high-rises, and other contractors include Me-
lioracija and Konstruktor companies (Mati-
jevic Barcot, 2014: 206).

Plokite housing development was designed
in 1965 under the name Sucidar by Berislav
Kalogjera and associates at the Bureau for
Urban Planning — Split as the last concentric
construction site of Split 2 (Fig. 9).* The city

cassette with surface area of 13 hectares of
approximately rhomboid shape on a mild
northeastern slope was planned with resi-
dential amenities in the center. Residential
buildings and high-rises were orthogonally
positioned around the center, along a com-
prehensive collector street connected to
each of four ring roads. Standardized resi-
dential buildings featuring square floor plans

16 The associates included Srdan Baldasar, Stanislav
Tedeschi and Josip Nevescanin. (Tusek, 1996: 163)

17 Construction of certain residential buildings and
high-rises of Split 2 continued into the 1970s.
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were constructed in the center of the devel-
opment, while those along the edges had
rectangular and segmented floor plans, in
accordance with the designs by Cedomil
Rendic, Josip Vojnovic and Luka Kovacevic.
Standardized residential high-rises designed
by Luka Kovacevic were constructed along
the northeast edge of the housing develop-
ment in the period from 1968 to 1974 (Tusek,
2018: 197). A total of 2,011 apartments hous-
ing approximately 7,867 occupants were
planned for the Plokite housing develop-
ment. A neighboring recreational complex
Sucidar was planned in the housing develop-
ment and this reduced the area covered with
gardens. Nine children’s playgrounds were
envisaged along separate unites for kinder-
gartens on the ground floors of residential
buildings and high-rises. Service and craft
business facilities were planned along the
edges of Plokite housing development, to
serve the needs of the residents in the neigh-
boring developments (Kalogjera, 1966f: 101-
102). The residential buildings and high-rises
were constructed by the Construction Com-
pany LL. Lavcevic starting from 1966 (Mu-
liacic, 1969b: 92; Tusek, 1996: 169-174).

CONCLUSION

Split 2 was planned and constructed around
the historical center of the City of Split in the
period from 1945 to 19687, that is, from the
beginning of the post-Second World War re-
construction and development up to the
Competition for the Urban Planning Solution
of the eastern part of Split — Split 3.

The planning basis of Split 2 were the Direc-
tive Regulatory Planning Guidelines of Split
adopted in 1951 and the establishment of the
Department for the Organization of Construc-
tion and the Department for Analysis and Re-
cords at the Bureau for Urban Planning —
Split which were set up to intensify the hous-
ing efforts. Split 2 can be divided into three
planning periods: the first planning period
spanning from 1945 to 1951, the second plan-
ning period from 1951 to 1957 and the third
planning period from 1957 up to 1968.

The first planning period of Split 2 was marked
by the planned development of a small num-
ber of standardized residential buildings, one
example of ideologically and substantively ex-
perimental residential typology of a hotel for
singles and couples without children and colo-
nies of modest single-family houses, which
were demolished before the 1960s.
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The second planning period of Split 2 is re-
nowned by inventive free-standing residen-
tial buildings of exceptional architectural
value, but modest in scope with regard to the
housing needs of the booming population. A
small number of economical standardized
single-family houses on the outskirts of Split
were constructed to accommodate these ris-
ing needs.

The third planning period of Split 2 was
marked by intensive construction of housing
developments and housing areas in con-
centric construction sites using cranes and
formwork which allowed streamlining of con-
struction technology used for standardized
residential buildings and high-rises. Rapid,
rational and economic housing construction
enabled quality at a time of intensive immi-
gration flow to Split. The city boasted an effi-
cient system of urban planning, design and
development since the late 1950s.

The analysis of the housing developments
and areas of Split 2 planned from 1957 to
1968 has indicated that there was a high av-
erage of urban and architectural achieve-
ments which are aligned with local historical
and modernist ideals, and surpass general-
ized criticism mainly focused on fragmenta-
tion, monofunctionality and schematism of
the housing developments subordinated to
the productivity and technology of the con-
centric construction concept, as well as uni-
formity and monotony of the standardized
residential buildings and high-rises and hy-
per-standardization of apartments. Certain
shortcomings of the housing developments
and areas of Split 2 planned from 1957 to
1968 pertain to the uneven level of reali-
zation of the accompanying residential ame-
nities and educational and community faci-
lities, shortage of gardens and car parks,
technical equipment of the standardized resi-
dential buildings and high-rises, and mainly
to insufficient, underdeveloped and disorga-
nized maintenance.

Appropriate, measured, and systematic pro-
tection, restoration and maintenance should
also be directed to significant and exception-
al modern buildings and urban and architec-
tural units of Split 2 and not just limited to
the valuable and exceptional historical build-
ings in such as Diocletian’s Palace. The hous-
ing developments and areas planned from
1957 to 1968 in their scope and reach consti-
tute a significant part of the urban and archi-
tectural cultural heritage of Split and Croatia.

[Translated by Suncica Vukelic,
proofread by Petra Skaric]
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