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The doctoral thesis is dedicated to the re-
search of rural settlements of continental
Montenegro, considering that they represent
foundations of the economic development of
the country. Continental Montenegro has
four municipalities of the greatest state im-
portance, which is the reason for choosing
this region and its rural settlements for con-
ducting research. The research points to the
natural distinctiveness of these spaces and
their insufficient and uncontrolled utilization.

The research is divided into four main steps.
The first step is the analysis of previous re-
search on the topic of rural settlements, with
the conclusion that the rural areas of Monte-
negro are insufficiently covered by legislative
and spatial planning documents, as the main
impetus for this research. The second step
was to recognize the identity factors of rural
settlements in Montenegro, as well as the
development potential of the settlements.
Based on these findings, the criteria for pre-
serving and protecting the spatial values of
rural settlements are analyzed in detail,
which also represents the third step in the re-
search process. Determining the model for
the revitalization and improvement of the
spatial values of rural settlements represents
the fourth step in the research.

Special attention in this research was given
to the analysis of 96 selected rural settle-
ments through a catalogue form that con-
firmed their spatial values. On the basis of
these findings, settlements were singled out,
which in the further research process served
as the basis for establishing criteria and mod-
els for their preservation and protection, as
well as the improvement of the lives of their
inhabitants.

The results of the conducted research in-
clude: systematization of scientific and pro-
fessional research in the country and the sur-
rounding area on the subject of settlements,
demarcation of settlements and their appear-
ance in space, recognition of elements of the
natural and cultural environment as a tool for
evaluating the preservation and protection of
rural settlements, as well as creating criteria
for the preservation and protection of spatial
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values of rural settlements and models for
their further development.

In this research, the spatial analysis method,
the comparative analysis method (compara-
tive method) and statistical methods were
applied. The method of spatial analysis was
based on a detailed review and analysis of
available studies, strategies, planning docu-
mentation, scientific and professional works,
legislation and other available literature and
research conducted on the topic of rural set-
tlements. At the same time, field tours of the
researched area were carried out in order to
get to know the reality of rural settlements
in Montenegro. The method of comparative
analysis was used when considering/deter-
mining similarities and differences in the le-
gal regulations of Montenegro, Croatia and
Serbia, which observe settlements, the divi-
sion of settlements and natural and cultural
assets within them. Through the analysis of
statistical data, available statistical materials
were collected on the division and name of
settlements and the movement of the num-
ber of inhabitants over certain time periods.

The application of the aforementioned re-
search methods contributed to a better over-
view and understanding of the current state
of rural settlements and made it possible to
determine proposals for necessary changes,
both in legislative documents related to the
issue of rural settlements, and in changing
expert steps in the creation and adoption of
spatial planning documents for these areas
and their further implementation. Tabular,
cartographic and graphic attachments and
photo documentation additionally contribut-
ed to an easier overview and monitoring of
the complete research process.

The mentioned results of the conducted re-
search provided a double contribution, re-
view scientific contribution and original sci-
entific contribution. In the first part of the
dissertation, a critical review of previous re-
search on the topic of rural settlements in
Montenegro was given, after which a com-
parative analysis and systematization of the
results obtained in those pieces of research
was carried out. An analysis and evaluation

of valid legal documents in Montenegro and
abroad, dealing with settlements and their
division, was also carried out. The research
was additionally extended onto the analysis
of spatial planning documentation for the ob-
served area, all with the aim of examining the
possibility of establishing new criteria for a
settlement to be declared rural, as well as
proposing new criteria for selecting rural set-
tlements for continued research. The identity
features of the natural and cultural heritage
of rural settlements were observed, as an in-
dispensable potential for their future devel-
opment. An extensive analysis of the charac-
teristics of 96 selected rural settlements was
presented through a uniquely created cata-
logue form, which certainly represents a
valuable basis for further research on this
topic. The presented analysis and the ob-
tained conclusions presented in the cata-
logue forms served as a starting point for de-
termining new criteria and guidelines for the
preservation and protection of the spatial
values of rural settlements. The proposed
and used catalogue form, which was applied
to 96 selected rural settlements, can be con-
sidered original scientific contribution, so dif-
ferent in all established characteristics and
criteria. The structuring of this catalogue
form, which has led to the original results,
certainly represents a certain original contri-
bution because this kind of methodological
procedure carried out through a unique ca-
talogue has not been recognized in the scien-
tific literature until now. The original scientif-
ic contribution was achieved through the re-
view, analysis and critical review of previous
research on the topic of rural settlements and
the determination of key terms for the con-
tinuation of the research. The analysis and
critical review of legal and spatial planning
documentation for the area of four munici-
palities of continental Montenegro repre-
sents another scientific contribution that can
be further used in scientific research on a
similar topic in any other area of Montenegro
and beyond. The newly proposed criteria and
guidelines for the preservation and protec-
tion of rural settlements present a special
contribution as they enable their further spa-
tial and economic development.



