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The book Praxis of Collective Building: Narra-
tives of Philosophy and Construction marks
the first application of Yugoslav praxis phi-
losophy to the study of architectural and con-
struction practices. It opens a new perspec-
tive connecting philosophical discourse with
practical building processes and sheds light
on the socio-political dimensions of post-war
reconstruction and housing shortages.

New Belgrade, the main case study of the
book, remains the best example of a fully
functioning socialist utopia and of the inter-
play between city-making, state-building, and
praxis philosophy, illustrating the relation-
ship between theory and practice. Andelka
Badnjar Gojni¢ explores how the building
process in New Belgrade provides a deeper
understanding of social theories. Using phi-
losophy to analyse architecture within a
broader political and social context, the au-
thor offers insight into the collective nature
and efforts of postwar construction.

Architectural studies still lag in active ex-
change with social theories, raising the ques-
tion of how construction can serve as a medi-
um for deepening our understanding of these
theories within architecture. Building pro-
cesses can contribute to this understanding
by offering a canvas for interpreting social
theories. This book, therefore, provides a
platform for critically revisiting Marxist theo-
rists — such as Gajo Petrovi¢, Rudi Supek,
Henry Lefebvre, Cornelius Castoriadis, and
Ernst Bloch — as well as Jiirgen Habermas, in
relation to architecture. By doing so, it exam-
ines how this interdisciplinary approach func-
tions as a methodological tool. The author
Badnjar Gojic transcodes their theories into
architecture, employing methods of simplifi-
cation, analytics, interpretation, articulation
of archival material, and finding analogies for
the concepts of social eidos, fragmentary
knowledge, institution, and cultural memory.

The book contends that construction is not
merely a technical process but also a philo-
sophical and collective act through which so-
cial formations are shaped. Praxis serves as
the central concept linking all the chapters,
each of which explores a specific philosophi-
cal interpretation of praxis relevant to our re-

flections on construction. As a methodologi-
cal approach, praxis bridges theory and prac-
tical engagement, prompting the question of
whether narratives can illustrate the validity
of applying theoretical ideas to architectural
practice. The author’s micro-historical ap-
proach seeks to reconcile theoretical inquiry
with praxis philosophy by closely examining
construction microhistories. Theoretical is-
sues of collective production are examined
through various narratives, including volun-
tary youth labor in the construction of New
Belgrade from a Marxian praxis perspective,
participatory prefabrication as a response to
housing shortages in Yugoslavia, and the
transfer and adaptation of the Yugoslav IMS
prefabrication system to Cuba via the micro-
brigade movement.

The book is structured around three narra-
tives: praxis and action, praxis and imagina-
tion, and praxis and Lebenswelt. The case
studies follow two parallel trajectories: one
tracing the development of praxis philosophy
in Yugoslavia and internationally during the
second half of the twentieth century — particu-
larly through the Praxis journal — and the other
examining construction episodes beginning in
Yugoslavia and eventually extending to the
Global South.

The opening chapter outlines the connection
between the Marxian view of praxis as social-
ly engaged labour and the initiative of collec-
tive construction, which is closely tied to
youth voluntary work movements. These nar-
ratives provide a conceptual framework for
understanding how, in the early post-war pe-
riod, extensive construction endeavours mo-
bilized youth, thereby integrating social and
political ideologies into the tangible process
of building.

The second chapter, framed by Castoriadis’s
and Bloch’s concepts of imagination, explores
how material production in the country was
intertwined with social imagination. Institu-
tions such as the Institute for Materials Test-
ing (IMS) — a place for cooperation in building
and a self-governed enterprise — used New
Belgrade as a testing field for innovative con-
struction practices. The evolution of these
practices led to the rise of prefabrication,
which addressed housing shortages while in-
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troducing new forms of participatory architec-
ture. Prefabrication was seen as a solution to
the housing crisis, fostering a collective effort
to formalize and advance construction meth-
ods. The chapter focuses on how an open sys-
tem was produced and tested as a part of a
collective effort.

In both chapters, Badnjar Goji¢ argues that
housing, as a part of social modernisation,
was crafted in Yugoslavia through the imagi-
native engagement of material production.
This was possible due to the historical set-
up: an active philosophical scene, the post-
war need for reconstruction, and the shift to-
wards a self-governed economy.

Finally, the chapter on praxis and Lebenswelt
delves into the transfer of knowledge to
Cuba, emphasising how construction sites
actively engaged with and transformed the
lived experience (Lebenswelt as coined by
Habermas) of their participants. The system
imported from Yugoslavia made it possible to
create this praxis in the everyday life of the
brigade due to the cultural exchange that
took place. This exchange established a link
between the material praxis that emerged in
Yugoslavia to build housing and the new real-
ity in Cuba. The prefabricated construction
model served as a foundational framework
for the emergence of urban agriculture, a
distinctive Cuban phenomenon that gained
prominence during the 1990s.

The methodological approach of this book of-
fers valuable insights at the intersection of
philosophy, social theory, and architecture,
framing construction as both a material and
conceptual practice. By bridging abstract
theory with the concrete realities of building,
it demonstrates how architecture can serve
as a medium for interpreting and enacting so-
cial thought. When such research would in-
corporate digital tools like Obsidian or NVivo,
it would further reinforce this bridge — en-
abling the mapping of relationships between
actors, ideologies, and events in ways that
expand the book’s praxis-based methodolo-
gy. These tools not only support theoretical
inquiry but also deepen its practical applica-
tion, offering a model for future interdisci-
plinary research.



