EDITORIAL

NO PROGRESS IN FORESTRY WITHOUT SCIENCE AND WITHOUT CULTURE

This is the last of the Ten Sentences on Forests written in 2004
by academician Dusan Klepac (1917-2006). An unforgettable
university professor and one of the greatest forestry scientists,
Klepac wrote the Sentences at the twilight of his life, reflecting
on forests and forestry while “bored in a hospital bed””

Today, foresters like to say that Klepacs Ten Sentences on
Forests should be regarded as the Ten Commandments. A
separate essay could be written about each of them. On this
occasion, we will focus on the final sentence, in which he
emphasized that “there is no progress in forestry without
science and without culture?”

By definition, forestry is the science, profession, and art of
managing and preserving forests for the lasting benefit of
people, society, environment, and economy. Forestry science
had its beginnings in the 18th century, when the principle of
sustainable forest management was established by dividing
forest land into annual cutting areas. The number of cutting
areas corresponds to the number of rotations, which is
determined by absolute maturity; ie., the age at which trees
reach their highest average increment. In Croatia, the principle
of sustainable forest management was already incorporated in
1769 into the first forest law — Maria Theresas Forest Order.

The intensive development of forestry science in Croatia
began in 1898 with the founding of the Forestry Academy;
today’s Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology of the
University of Zagreb. A new impetus came in 1945 with the
establishment of the Institute for Practical Forest Research,
today the Croatian Forest Research Institute.

The golden era of forestry development occurred between
1990 and 2013, during which a model for five-year contracts
on scientific research projects between forestry research
institutions and the company Croatian Forests was established.
The model was financed by funds collected through the
fee for the non-market forest goods and services. It enabled
fundamental, applied, and developmental research, as well
as the publication of valuable scientific papers that directly
served forestry practice. These papers contain numerous
recommendations for forest management in different
ecological, economic, and social conditions. During this
period, Croatian forestry science and practice became a true
example of mutual encouragement and strong development,
which led to a significant improvement of the state of Croatia’s
forests and forestry.

Today; the financial support between forestry profession and
forestry science comes through a small number of targeted
research projects derived from selected practical problems.
Of the total annual funds collected through the fee for the
non-market forest goods and services, only 1% is allocated for
scientific and professional work in forestry. The percentage
says it all. The lack of investment in forestry science will be
noticed by every careful observer of the state of Croatia's
forests and forestry. Let us be reminded once again: there is
no progress in forestry without science and without culture.
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