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Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine parents' perceptions of the online benefits and dangers that
their children encounter. Ninety-six parents participated in the study (82.3% mothers and 17.7%
fathers). Participants, parents of children attending primary school, filled out a questionnaire con-
sisting of sociodemographic questions and a scale of attitudes about the benefits and dangers of
electronic media (computers, the Internet and mobile phones). The results of the research showed
that the frequency of the Internet use is related to the parents’ perception of the benefits and
dangers of the Internet. It was found that the more often parents use the internet, the less danger
they perceive, and more benefits, and vice versa, the less often they use the Internet, they perceive
more dangers and fewer benefits. At the same time, the results showed that the level of parental
education is not significantly related to their perception of the benefits or dangers that their children
encounter on the Internet. By increasing awareness of this issue and examining the actual state,
teachers can specifically educate children and also parents about the safe use of the Internet.

Keywords: benefits, dangers, the Internet, parental perception

INTRODUCTION

Digital revolution with its fast expansion has changed not just the way we communicate,
learn and have fun, but also the way we behave as individuals and within the group. The
Internet has had the greatest influence on adolescents and children (Young and Nabuco de
Abreu, 2017). Ruzi¢ (2011) states that the Internet has made people's lives easier, but that at
the same time we have become much more exposed to various dangers lurking on the Internet.

Many of us still do not understand the potential dangers of using the Internet, from false
identities with other people's profiles, false promises offering or even seeking financial and
other assistance, to various forms of abuse that leave lasting psychological consequences on
the user (Velki and Soli¢, 2019).

The development of electronic media, their interactivity and greater opportunities for
communication, along with many advantages and an interesting way of learning, represent a
very big risk for everyone, but especially children and young people. Children and young people
today live significantly differently than their parents used to and know much more about the
electronic media, making the parental role even more complex. The media today, with an
emphasis on the growing importance and presence of electronic media in the lives of children
and youth, are becoming educators of new generations, given that children today spend more
time in the company of various media than in school (Roboti¢, 2015).
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The media are neither harmful nor useful, and they can be both. Although the public
most often deals with the dangerous and harmful side of the media, excessive violence, por-
nography, stereotypes, and sensationalism, they can also be a useful source of entertainment
and information. Both ways influence socialization and the formation of the identities of
children and adults, as well as national identities (Zgrablji¢ Rotar, 2005).

THE INTERNET FROM PARENTS' PERSPECTIVE

Miki¢ and Rukavina (2006) emphasize that children need to be educated to use the
media and that parents have a great responsibility in this process. In the United Kingdom, a
survey of children's media literacy is conducted every year, which has shown that more than
half of the surveyed parents believe that the Internet brings more benefits than dangers to
children, but most parents also asked for advice on how to protect their children online and
got that advice mostly from school (Ofcom group, 2019). Also, although children and parents
see many benefits to using the Internet, they keep in mind the possible dangers that children
may encounter on the Internet and now, unlike five years ago, fewer parents agree that the
benefits of the Internet outweigh the dangers their children meet using the Internet.

Most parents find it useful for children to use the Internet, not only because it is a good
source for learning and help with homework, but also because it helps children with socializa-
tion and research skills, but, on the other hand, they also think that the Internet has negative
aspects, and cite pornographic content that children encounter as the most dangerous
(Kabakci, Ferhan Odabasi and Coklar, 2008). In one study (Muratbegovi¢ and Vujovi¢, 2016),
the results that were obtained show the attitude of children on the reasons why their parents
most often restrict their access to the Internet. In two thirds of cases, the primary reason for
this are school obligations (68%), while only in one out of four cases (27%) parents believe that
the Internet is dangerous. Many parents find it difficult to keep up with the rapid development
of new technologies and are most often unaware of the dangers they bring. Therefore, many
children spend hours in front of a computer screen without supervision and instructions on
how to behave in the virtual world. By the time children start school - if this role could be taken
over by teachers - it could already be too late, so educating parents is immensely important in
preventing and combating electronic violence (Ciboci, 2014). Parental control of children on
the Internet has positive outcomes when parents are actively involved in the child's use of the
Internet, such as proposing and sharing good websites (Sindik, 2012). Restricting or prohibiting
a child from using the Internet seems ineffective in directing child Internet usage (Lee and Chae,
2007). Shin and Lwin (2017) state that active mediation is considered the most desirable type
of mediation because it is associated with higher digital skills and improves children's under-
standing of the Internet, and it refers to talking to children about their use of the Internet,
sharing online activities and explaining positive and negative sides of the Internet, but also
point out that parents who are not informed and do not know much about technology and the
Internet often have difficulty talking to children about the same, that is, with active mediation.
The more educated parents are, the more active mediation is (Livingstone, Haddon and Goérzig,
2012), i.e. more educated parents are more frequent Internet users and more technically com-
petent. Restrictive measures, when it comes to the Internet and television, can often negatively
affect a child and his or her use of the Internet, and parents are more restrictive if they consider
themselves to be less technologically skilled. On the other hand, the more skilled and techno-
logically educated parents are, the more active mediation there is, i.e. parents talk more to
their children about their use of the Internet (Livingstone et al., 2017).
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BENEFITS OF THE INTERNET

The internet is a useful tool with many positive aspects such as: quick and easy availabi-
lity of information, educational resources, sharing experiences with others, job or career
advancement, community activism, content creation, motivation to learn, entertainment sour-
ce, fast and easy communication no matter where we are, children and youth writing skills are
improved, creativity is encouraged, problem-solving strategies and information selection are
encouraged and many other benefits (Hasebrink, Livingstone and Haddon, 2008; Robotié,
2015). Zagreb Child and Youth Protection Center (2014) emphasized that an additional advan-
tage of the Internet is that it teaches children problem solving and encourages the deve-
lopment of strategies for information selection, exchange of experiences, opinions and infor-
mation with peers and people of similar interests or problems (sites for fans of famous singers
and actors, car lovers or some video games). Pregrad, Tomi¢ Latinac, Mikuli¢ and Separovié
(2010) state that the perception of the advantages of electronic media does not differ with age,
but that it differs between mothers and fathers, i.e. fathers more often perceive advantages,
while mothers see more dangers their children meet online. At the same time, the results show
that the level of education of parents significantly affects their attitude towards electronic
media. It has been found that parents who have completed primary school have the weakest
perception of the dangers that their children encounter on the Internet, and parents with a
college in believe that the Internet helps to improve children's knowledge, skills and abilities.

DANGERS ON THE INTERNET

The media have an increasing role in our lives, they inform, teach, learn, entertain but
also manipulate (Glasovac, 2010). Today’s children grow up with the media and they learn in
the family about life with the media. Many parents do not even know how to protect their child
from online dangers, moreover, they admit that their adolescents know more about techno-
logy than they do themselves (Smith, 2007). Furthermore, parents are often unaware of the
risks on social networks, specifically the risks on Facebook (Grmusa, Tomuli¢ and Andelic,
2019), which is supported by the fact that parents often post photos of their children on social
networks.

Roboti¢ (2015) states that one of the greatest dangers on the Internet for children are
criminals who try to establish personal contact with children and take advantage of their
immaturity and naive nature. The results of the first conducted national survey of child and
youth safety on the Internet have shown that almost every third child, aged 9 to 17, communi-
cates on the Internet with people they have not met live, and more than half of the children
have received inappropriate messages (Buljan-Flander, 2008).

Young people are posting more and more information about themselves on social net-
works; data that make them vulnerable and accessible to malicious individuals. A lot of
information about a young person can be learned from posts on open and fully accessible
profiles; where they live, with whom they hang out, how and where they spends their free
time, which school and which class they go to, one can even follow the daily routine of move-
ment (Velki, Soli¢, Gorjanac and Nenadi¢, 2017). Young people present information about their
family members, and very often about their friends without their consent and knowledge
(Matijevi¢, 2014). Research on children's experiences and behaviors on the Internet and on the
social network Facebook showed that 34% of children and young people accept requests for
friendship from strangers, while 18% believe that they might go to meet a stranger they met
through the social network (Zagreb Child and Youth Protection Center, 2014).
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Over 70% of parents agree with the statement that there is little talk about dangers on
the Internet at school, and only 3% claim that there is enough talk about it at school (Murat-
begovi¢ and Vujovi¢, 2016). The more parents monitor their child’s use of the Internet, the
more negative aspects of children’s advertising games are noticed (Evans, 2014). Furthermore,
the more negative sides of children’s advertising games parents notice, the more they change
their attitudes about controlling children when playing the aforementioned games.

Teachers and students who use the Internet more often perceive more positive social
aspects of the Internet (Pregrad et al., 2010). Moreover, both parents and teachers have a more
pronounced perception of the dangers that the Internet can have on children than the percep-
tion of the beneficial aspects of the Internet on children and their upbringing. Parents and
teachers do not differ significantly in their perception of the benefits of the Internet. However,
in attitudes about the dangers that the Internet can have on children, the data show that
teachers have statistically significant and more pronounced attitudes about the existence of
such dangers than parents (Pregrad et al., 2010). Kabakci et al. (2008), based on research re-
sults, conclude that parents are of the opinion that the Internet is an inevitable technology for
both adults and children, but also that they are aware of the positive and negative effects of
the Internet that their children encounter.

The aim of this research was to find out what the parents' perception of the dangers of
the Internet that their children encounter is, i.e. whether parents who use the Internet fre-
quently consider the Internet to be their children's "safe place" where they can spend some
free time with or without parental control or if it is a dangerous place that is not suitable for
children. The results of this research can greatly help primary school teachers to gain insight
into the way parents think about the potential benefits and dangers of the Internet and as a
starting point in designing prevention programs.

MEeTHOD

Research aim and hypotheses
The aim of the research is to examine the parents' perception of the dangers and
benefits on the Internet that their children encounter.
In accordance with the previous research and the aim, we set the following hypotheses:
1. Parents who use the Internet more often perceive fewer dangers on the Internet that their
children encounter.
2. Parents who use the Internet more often perceive more benefits of electronic media.

Parents with a higher level of education perceive more benefits and less dangers during the
usage of electronic media by their children.

Research participants

Ninety-six parents of primary school students participated in the study, of whom the
greater percentage were mothers (N = 79, 82.3%) than fathers (N = 17, 17.7%). Most parents
range from 30 to 39 years (N = 57, 59.4%), followed by 40-49 years (N = 35, 36.5%) and 50-59
years (N = 4.2, 4.2%). Most parents (69.8%) stated that they use the Internet for more than one
hour a day.
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MEASURING INSTRUMENT

General data

The sociodemographic part of the questionnaire was created for research purposes. It
consists of a series of questions, namely: gender, age, who completes the questionnaire,
parental employment, financial situation of the family, level of education of mother and father
and the frequency of the Internet use on the Likert-type scale with 5 degrees (more than 5
hours per day, 1-5 hours a day, a few hours a week, a few hours a month, never).

Scale of attitudes about benefits and dangers of electronic media
(Tomié Latinac, Pregrad and Cosi¢, 2010)

The scale of attitudes about benefits and dangers of electronic media consists of twenty
questions. Ten questions relate to the danger subscale, and the other ten questions to the
electronic media benefits subscale. The scale is of the Likert type, so for each statement
answers from 1 to 5 are offered that indicate the degree of agreement with the statements,
and the participant should circle for each statement how much he/she agrees with it where
number 1 means “I do not agree at all“, and number 5 means that the participant fully agrees
with the statement. The result is formed as the arithmetic mean of the selected particles.

Given that this is a recent instrument, for which previous use has not shown a fully con-
sistent factor structure, we conducted a factor analysis (principal component analysis, with
oblimin rotation) which showed a clear two-factor structure according to the scree test crite-
rion and characteristic root. The first factor refers to the Scale of Perceived Benefits of Elec-
tronic Media, which consists of 10 particles that explain 33.44% of the variance, and has a high
internal reliability Cronbach a =0.87. The second factor refers to the Scale of Perceived Dangers
of Electronic Media, which consists of 10 particles that explain 12.46% of the variance, and has
a high internal Cronbach reliability a = 0.82.

Data collection process

The data collection process began with a consent from the principal of the primary
school where the research was conducted. After the school approved the research, the questi-
onnaires were distributed to the primary school teachers, who distributed the questionnaires
to the students so that they could pass them on to their parents.

In one class, questionnaires were distributed during a parent-teacher meeting. Prior to
this, it was explained that the research aims are to examine the opinions about electronic me-
dia that children use, and it was emphasized that the research was completely anonymous and
voluntary. All parents of students in that class completed the questionnaires in 10 to 15 minu-
tes.

The questionnaires were collected gradually as students brought them to school, and
due to the situation with the COVID-19 coronavirus epidemic, slightly fewer questionnaires
were collected than expected because the classes took the online form.

RESEARCH RESULTS

Table 1 shows descriptive statistics of the measured variables (education of parents,
frequency of the Internet use, benefits and dangers of electronic media). Data from all partici-
pants were collected for all variables used (N=96).
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The asymmetry index (skewness and kurtosis) did not deviate significantly from the
normal distribution because their value did not exceed +/- 2, so parametric statistics were
applied when testing the hypotheses.

Table 1. Descriptive data for measured variables

Asymmetry Asymmetry
N Min Max M SD index: index:
Skewness Kurtosis

Education 9 | 2,00 5,00 3,714 0,781 0,359 -1,005
Frequency of the 9 | 2,00 5,00 3,792 0,695 0,272 0,121
Internet use
Perceived benefits | o | 4 ¢4 5,00 3,601 0,630 -0,475 0,538
of electronic media
Perceived dangers | oo | 4 34 4,80 3,231 0,617 -0,235 0,476
of electronic media

Given the research goal and hypotheses, Pearson correlation coefficients were calcula-
ted (Table 2). According to the first hypothesis, it was found that there is a statistically signi-
ficant negative correlation between the frequency of the Internet use and perceptions of the
dangers of electronic media, therefore, the more often parents use the Internet, the less dan-
gers they think their children face. According to the second hypothesis, a statistically significant
positive correlation was confirmed between the frequency of the Internet use and the benefits
of electronic media, therefore, parents who use the Internet more often perceive more
advantages of electronic media. The third and last hypothesis assumes that parents with a
higher level of education perceive more benefits and fewer dangers when using electronic
media, but this hypothesis was rejected, i.e. no statistically significant correlation was obtained
between these variables.

Table 2. The connection between the frequency of the Internet use and the education of
parents with the benefits and dangers of electronic media

Frequency of the . Perceived benefits | Perceived dangers
Education . . . .
Internet use of electronic media | of electronic media
Frequency of the 1 -0,043 0,505 -0,227"
Internet use
Education -0,043 1 0,034 0,009

** p < 0,01; *p < 0,05

Discussion

Today, more and more children, as well as parents, use various electronic devices every
day. A 2017 survey conducted by the Zagreb Child and Youth Protection Center together with
the Brave Phone showed that there is not a single parent who does not use at least one elec-
tronic device (television, tablet, mobile phone, computer). At the same time, research has
shown that almost 60% of children use a computer, 45% use the Internet on their own, and
21% of parents never check their Internet search history.

The aim of this research was to determine what parents' perception of the benefits and
dangers on the Internet that their children encounter when using it is.
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Livingstone et al. (2011) state that the more often parents use the Internet, the better
their Internet skills are, they can better manage, that is, monitor their children's activity on the
Internet, and the more often parents use the Internet, the more often children imitate their
parents. In the conducted research, the same was confirmed, i.e. it was established that pa-
rents who use the Internet more often perceive less dangers on the Internet that their children
encounter. When we are confident in our knowledge and skills, there is a high probability that
we will overestimate them at some point, i.e. due to the excessive self-confidence we will not
react in accordance with the existing knowledge, believing that potentially dangerous situa-
tions cannot happen to us. Research has confirmed that people who show the highest know-
ledge when it comes to using the Internet also exhibit the most risky behaviour while online
(Velki and Romstein, 2019).

It should be emphasized that parents are often unaware of the dangers their children
face when using the Internet. Although parents clearly emphasize the potential dangers posed
by the Internet, they simultaneously present children’s personal data and photos on their own
profiles without children’s consent (Smahel et al., 2020). Frequent use of the Internet by pa-
rents leads to a false sense of security by reducing a parent’s perception of the real dangers
their children may potentially face. Children learn by model, and by observing the parents who
are confident in their knowledge when using the Internet and at the same time publishing
various private content (e.g. information about themselves, photos, etc.), they receive the
wrong message and become risky Internet users themselves. Moreover, from UNICEF’s (2017)
report on the state of children in the digital world, we learn that many children and parents are
unaware of threats to children’s privacy that come, for example, from large-scale data proces-
sing, which the Internet has now made possible. Only one in four parents provides programs
that monitor their child's activity and block inappropriate content, but almost 20% of parents
do not know what activity monitoring programs are or do not have them, and 12% of parents
do not know about programs that block inappropriate content (Buljan-Flander, 2017). Parents
who spend less time on the Internet and know less about it are less present in their children's
online lives, while teachers who use the Internet more often perceive various possible dangers
on the Internet and are more aware of children's behavior on the Internet than parents
(Pregrad et al., 2010). Teachers are more often exposed to websites that students visit than
parents and talk more with children about what they do online. Problems created on the Inter-
net between students are often transferred from the virtual to the real world, to the classroom,
and become part of the problems that teachers deal with on a daily basis. In addition, teachers
assign students various online tasks, create online quizzes, communicate with them through
social networks, and thus may encounter similar dangers that children encounter when search-
ing the Internet. That is why it is important that, in addition to parents, teachers are informed
about the level of exposure of children on the Internet so that they, along with parents, can
help and advise them.

The results of the research show that the parents who use the Internet more often per-
ceive more advantages of the electronic media, which is in line with the research of UNICEF
(2017), where the same connection was found for both parents and teachers. The better we
get acquainted with some content, the better its benefits can be assessed, and the electronic
media practically give us unlimited content. Used properly, the Internet offers great opportu-
nities, from learning to various forms of entertainment in a highly motivating environment tai-
lored to the needs of the individual. It is precisely these flexibilities and almost limitless pos-
sibilities for learning and entertainment that make the Internet extremely attractive to both
parents and students. By nature, we tend to persist in those activities that give us pleasure and
avoid those that cause us discomfort, that is, if we notice benefits in a particular activity, and
the time invested is pleasant and useful, we will more often engage in these activities such as
using the electronic media. A national survey in the UK (Ofcom group, 2019) found that as many
as two thirds of children from Wales are aware of the purpose of websites, applications and
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online games, unlike children from other UK countries, and that children from Wales are the
most frequent users of the Internet among all countries in the United Kingdom. Yet parents
from Wales show the most concern for their children. This shows that parents' attitudes about
the benefits or dangers of the Internet differ from parent to parent, but also in different
countries and parts of the world and do not depend solely on the frequency of the Internet use
and parenting skills. Students, teachers and parents who spend more time on the Internet
emphasize its benefits rather than dangers, but when it comes to children's use of the Internet,
parents perceive more usefulness of the Internet than teachers (Pregrad et al., 2010), which
again indicates the importance of inclusion of teachers in the online world of children.

Highly educated parents differ from parents with completed primary or secondary
school in the perceived usefulness of the Internet for the development of children's knowledge,
i.e. parents with a university degree believe that the Internet helps improve children's know-
ledge, skills and abilities (Pregrad et al., 2010). Contrary to this, Livingstone et al. (2011) state
that parents with secondary or higher education are less aware of the dangers their children
face. In the conducted research, we did not confirm the connection between the perception of
the dangers or advantages of using electronic media and the level of education of parents.
Thus, a parent’s level of education plays no role in a parent’s perception of the dangers or
benefits their children encounter online. There are various reasons why the results of such
research differ, for example, the different level of education of parents does not mean that it
is related to their frequency of the Internet use or their skills in using electronic media. Children
of parents with higher education use computers for a longer period of time and more often in
different ways, but not other types of media (television, radio, certain television programs),
compared to parents with secondary education. Although more educated parents could use a
computer more skilfully precisely because a higher level of schooling can make it easier for
them to learn about the impact of the media on children, this assumption has not been
confirmed (Sindik, 2012). But on the other hand, Livingstone et al. (2012) in their research state
that the level of parental education has a significant impact exclusively in different types of
active mediation of children, that is, the mediation is based on conversation the more educated
the parents are. This is directly related to the fact that more educated parents and more
frequent Internet users are more technically competent. Obviously, the level of parental edu-
cation itself has not proven crucial in relation to their perception of the advantages and disad-
vantages of the Internet, although potentially the level of parental education could play a me-
diating role through monitoring and advising children on the proper use of the Internet. Parents
with a higher level of education, who are more computer-savvy and competent, can transfer
their knowledge and skills to the child through active supervision, thus enabling the child to
take advantage of the benefits of the Internet with minimal risks. This mediation hypothesis
certainly remains to be tested by future research.

The conducted research has several methodological limitations. The research was con-
ducted on a relatively small number of participants so it is not possible to generalize the results
to the entire population of parents. Due to the COVID-19 at the time of the research and certain
epidemiological measures due to which children no longer attended classes and came to
school, part of the data (questionnaire) was not returned, so the number of participants is
smaller than expected. A larger number of questionnaires would certainly show a more realistic
picture of the parents’ perception of the dangers they encounter with their children online. At
the same time, the disadvantage is that only parents participated in the research, i.e. we found
out their opinions and attitudes, but we did not find out what the children say about it. Also,
the number of male participants is smaller, so it was not possible to examine whether there
are significant differences in the perception of fathers and mothers, which could give us addi-
tional valuable data. In future research, it would be good to explore how often parents control
and set certain rules based on their knowledge of the various dangers their children face online,
and also how they discuss potentially inappropriate content that children can find on the Inter-
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net, i.e. whether and in what way they use active mediation. Furthermore, it would be worth-
while to examine the children as well and find out if they are actually aware of what is hidden
behind the screen, and at the same time compare their views with the views of their parents.
Undoubtedly a valuable source of data can also be primary school teachers, who should be
included in future research.

Practical implication of the obtained results

Most of the parents who participated in the research use the Internet on a daily basis.
Does this mean that they have enough knowledge to teach their children how to use the Inter-
net safely, correspond with friends, play online games, search various sites and so on?

Despite the awareness of the risks that the new media carry, there is a large number of
parents who do not control their children and leave them alone with the media and media
content (Zic, 2017). When it comes to the mechanisms of protection (of oneself and others) in
communication on the social network Facebook, the results showed that parents have theore-
tical knowledge about the above, but do not apply it in everyday practice (Grmusa et al., 2019).
Moreover, research shows that teachers are more aware of the risks that children face online
than parents (Pregrad et al., 2010).

Considering teachers as important stakeholders in the upbringing of children, the re-
search conducted, despite the limitations, can be useful to teachers because it gives them an
insight into the current position and attitude of parents about the benefits and dangers their
children face online. In addition to computer knowledge and skills, teachers also have educa-
tional skills, and can adequately design educational and preventive workshops, guide and help
parents and children in their further "life on the Internet".

Parents should be the ones to refer their children to good and appropriate websites,
and if they face problems, they can always seek help of the school. Instead of outdated
penalties or bans on the use of the Internet, parents should take the time to show interest in
their child's use of the Internet and instruct and protect them in an appropriate manner. Re-
search has shown that the more often parents use the Internet, the less dangers their children
encounter on the Internet, but we should take into account that if parents use the Internet
more often then they probably have less time to talk to the child and provide supervision so it
is questionable whether they really consider it less dangerous or whether they do not have
enough time to notice them. Livingstone et al. (2011) state that parents' awareness of risks and
safety on the Internet should be increased and conversation and mutual understanding be-
tween the child and parents should be encouraged. In this whole process, active mediation is
crucial, i.e. sharing the Internet where the child learns from the parents according to the model
of good online behavior and active monitoring of the child's online activities with the correction
of inappropriate activities on the Internet. Parents should help the child choose educational
and fun games, check the content of the game and whether it is appropriate for the child's
developmental stage, not allow the computer to become a nanny and substitute the time the
child should spend with parents and play with peers (Glasovac, 2010). It is important to give
children support and encourage them to talk to an adult they trust if any online problem arises,
and teachers with their expertise and useful advice can be of great help.

CoNcLUSION

Today, more and more adults, but also children, use the Internet, which, in addition to
all its advantages, also has many negative aspects. With this research, we wanted to find out
what the parents' perception of the benefits and dangers of the Internet that their children

51



THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL PROBLEMS AND DISCUSSIONS

face is. In accordance with the obtained results, we can conclude that parents who use the
Internet more often also perceive more benefits that their children encounter on the Internet
and fewer disadvantages and dangers. In relation to the level of education, parents did not
show differences in perception of either the benefits or dangers of the Internet.

The results of the research can help teachers by giving them an insight into parents'
views of the Internet, taking into account that the level of education of parents does not play
an important role in their perception of children's use of the Internet. Unfortunately, know-
ledge alone has not proven to be a sufficient protective factor when it comes to online risks.
By increasing awareness of this issue and insight into the real situation, teachers can educate
children, but also parents, or encourage students to use the Internet safely and parents to use
available parental protection to make their children's future on the Internet much safer.
Children are often not brave enough to complain or talk to their parents about the dangers
they face online, so they are more likely to talk to their peers or teachers about it. That is why
the relationship between parents and educators is very important in order to protect the child
in a responsible and appropriate way, but also to educate them for further search of the
Internet and the use of other electronic media.
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